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The Story 
 
February 1944. While Las Vegas was still a quiet 
railroad town in the desert, Montreal was 
known as the original Sin City - a steamy, mob-
controlled metropolis of gambling, narcotics 
and prostitution. Into this vice and gangster 
incubator came a mesmerizing but troubled 
blonde stripper with smoldering sexuality, a 
biting tongue and an unhealthy attraction to 
shady men. 
 
At her very first performance Lili St Cyr 
electrified the crowd at The Gayety Theater. For 
the next seven years devoted fans, both male 
and female, lined up in droves at every return 
engagement. To many she was The Queen of 
Montreal. Seven tumultuous years later, during 
a church-inspired moral crusade, she would 
dramatically abdicate and flee the city after 
being tried for indecent behavior. Meanwhile, 
public outrage at gang violence would also bring her mob friends and 
their corrupt allies at city hall to their knees. 
 
With its seedy underbelly and steamy nightlife, Montreal fitted Lili like a 
glove. After her shows she was a fixture at El Morocco, the primo mob 
hangout. There she befriended underworld leaders and would charge 
well-heeled admirers for the pleasure of her company. There, she also 
met Jimmy Orlando, a charismatic womanizer and mob enforcer. Their 
tempestuous love affair spanned Lili’s rise and fall as well as the gang 
warfare and subsequent police campaign that led to the end of mob 
control in Montreal. Inspired by Lili’s own recollections and the writings 
of lifelong pal and local journalist Al Palmer, this is the story we tell. 

The Style 

Narrated by Al Palmer, the story is structured around Lili’s performances 
at the Gayety from 1944 to 1951. Unlike other burlesque acts of the 
period Lili’s was not just a feathery bump-and-grind to raucous house 
music. Each dance was an erotically charged performance with an 
elaborate costume, carefully selected music and a strong narrative theme. 
These themes ran the gamut from love and worship, to conflict, betrayal, 
suicide and death. Taking inspiration from the narrative structure of the 
film classic Cabaret, the dances and their themes are used to illustrate 
Lili’s turbulent rise and fall as well as reflect the dramatic events then 
taking place that brought an end to the mob-rule era in Montreal. 

 


